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SUBJECT: UNCTAD COMMITTEE ON SHIPPING, 6TH SESSION 
REE: TD/B/C.4/119 

BEGIN SUMMARY: SIXTH SESSION, UNCTAD COMMITTEE ON SHIPPING, 
BEGAN IN A SLUGGISH FASHION WITH FIRST TWO DAYS DEVOTED 
MAINLY TO ORGANIZATIONAL MATTERS AND ELECTION OE OEFICERS 
WITH LITTLE OR NO DEBATE ON SUBSTANTIVE AGENDA ITEMS. 

ONLY UNEXPECTED DEVELOPMENT WAS ADDITION TO AGENDA (TD/ 
B/C.4/1 19) OE NEW ITEM (9(6( ) ON ECOSOC EECISION 6 (LVI) 

ON ASSESSMENT OF ISO WORK OF CONTAINER STANDARS. THIS 
MATTER DISCUSSED SEPTEL AND WILL REQUIRE GUIDANCE FROM 
WASHINGTON RE DELEGATION'S POSITION. END SUMMARY 

1. UNCTAD C ON S, SIXTH SESSION, GOT OFE TO A SLOW START 
JULY 29 WITH FIRST TWO DAYS TAKEN UP WITH ORGANIZATIONAL 
MATTERS INCLUDING ELECTION OE OEFICERS. SANCHEZ 
ARNAU OF ARGENTINA WAS ELECTED CHAIRMAN OF SESSION. 

VICE CHAIRMEN ARE VOSS OF SWEDEN AND MCQUEEN OE UK 
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FOR GROUP A; AND AVERIN OF USSR FOR GROUP D. KANAWAT 
OF THE THAILAND GENEVA MISSION WAS SELECTED RAPPORTEUR. 
SESSIONAL MEETING IS CHAIR MED BY VOGEL OF THE DDR. 

CARLAW OF NZ WAS CHOSEN AS GROUP B VICE CHAIRMAN-CUM- 
RAPPORTEUR. OTHER VICE CHAIRMEN ARE YET TO BE SELECTED. 

2. LITTLE OR NO DEBATE ON SUBSTANTIVE AGENDA ITEMS HAS 
TAKEN PLACE. SESSIONAL MEETING HAS BEGUN DISCUSSION 
AGENDA ITEM 6, DEVELOPMENT AND IMPROVEMENT OF PORTS, 

WITH GROUP C (LATIN AMERICANS) TAKING THE LEAD, CALLING 
FOR FREIGHT RATES REDUCTIONS WHERE IMPROVEMENTS INCREASE 
EFFICIENCY OF DEVELOPING COUNTRIES' PORTS. PLENARY IS 
EXPECTED TO BEGIN DISCUSSION OF ITEM 3, REVIEW OF 
MARITIME TRANSPORT, 1972 AND 1973 WEDNESDAY. GROUP B 

HAS TAKEN POSITION THAT BECAUSE UNAVAILABILITY OF 1973 
REVIEW (TD/B/C.4/1 14) PRIOR TO COMMENCEMENT OF SESSION, DOCUMENT 
REQUIRES STUDY BY RESPECTIVE GOVERNMENTS, SHOULD NOT BE USED AS 
BASIS FOR ANY SUBSEQUENT RESOLUTIONS, AND SHOULD BE CON- 
SIDERED AT 7TH SESSION IN NOVERMBER 1975. GROUP OF 77 
DRAFTING GROUP HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED. HOWEVER, CORRIDOR 
DISCUSSIONS INDICATE GROUP STILL SOMEWHAT UNDECIDED 
AS TO THRUST OF ANY EFFORTS RE RESOLUTIONS BASED ON 
DOCUMENT. CONCLUSION OF CODE HAS APPARENTLY TAKEN 
SOME WIND OUT OF GROUP'S SAILS. REPORTEDLY GROUP D IS 
IN SIMILAR QUANDRY RE AGENDA ITEM 4 (ECONOMIC COOPERA- 
TION IN MERCHANT SHIPPING) FOR WHICH USSR AND EASTERN 
BLOC ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR ITEM HAVING BEEN PLACED ON 
AGENDA. 

3. ONLY OTHER DEVELOPMENT OF NOTE WAS ADDRESS TO 
PLENARY BY IMCO SECRETARY-GENERAL SRIVASTAVA ON IMCO 
POLICY ON MARITIME TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM AND 
THAT ORGANIZATION'S INTEREST IN COOPERATING WITH 
DEVELOPING COUNTRIES IN THE SHIPPING FIELD. 
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